FOREWORD

No one knows exactly how much damage is caused annually by the
Brown Rot diseases of fruit and fruit trees, but the figure is certainly
high and has mounted appreciably in recent years. These diseases are
world-wide in their occurrence, and a vast amount of research has been
carried out on them in many countries. Yet despite these efforts, no
really effective method has been found of keeping them under control.

The time is ripe to take stock of the situation, and the Ministry is
indebted to Dr. Wormald for undertaking the difficult task of bringing
together in the form of a monograph all that is known about these diseases
and the fungi that cause them. He is well qualified to do so. It is nearly
forty years since he himself laid the foundations of our knowledge of Brown
Rot diseases, in the thorough and authoritative manner which has character-
ized all his many contributions to the study of fruit tree ipathology during a
long and distinguished career at Wye College and the East Mailing Research
Station. The bulletin is written primarily for the plant pathologist and
technical specialist, and is therefore appropriately included in the Technical
Series ; but there is much of direct interest in it for practical growers.

An earlier publication by Dr. Wormald, covering our knowledge of the
Brown Rot diseases up to 1934, was published by the Ministry in the
following year, as Bulletin 88.

W. C. MOORE,

Director, Plant Pathology Laboratory,
Harpenden, Herts.

January, 1954.
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